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Fantasy author Patricia A. McKillip, the 21st century's response to Hans Christian Andersen, has
mastered the art of writing fairy tales -- as evidenced by previous works like The Tower at Stony
Wood, Ombria in Shadow, and In the Forests of Serre. Alphabet of Thorn is yet another timeless
fable suitable for children and adults alike.In the kingdom of Raine, a vast realm at the edge of
the world, an orphaned baby girl is found by a palace librarian and raised to become a translator.
Years later, the girl -- named Nepenthe -- comes in contact with a mysterious book written in a
language of thorns that no one, not even the wizards at Raine's famous Floating School for
mages, can decipher. The book calls out to Nepenthe's very soul, and she is soon privately
translating its contents. As she works tirelessly transcribing the book -- which turns out to be
about the historical figures of Axis, the Emperor of Night, and Kane, his masked sorcerer -- the
kingdom of Raine is teetering on the brink of chaos. The newly crowned queen, a mousy 14-year
old girl named Tessera who wants nothing to do with matters of state, hides in the woods as
regents plot revolution. The queen's destiny, however, is intertwined with Nepenthe's ability to
unravel the mystery of the thorns.



Alphabet Of netflix movies

The Changeling Sea (Firebird Fantasy), Moon-Flash, The Faery Reel: Tales from the Twilight
Realm (Mythic Anthologies), A Clash of Steel: A Treasure Island Remix (Remixed Classics Book
1), The Outlaws of Sherwood, Chalice



M-McK, “One of my favorites. I have this in hardback and also on my Kindle. It's probably one of
my favorite books. The way McKillip writes is magical. Her worldbuilding is solid. She really
knows how to bring the reader into her worlds.Nepenthe is a orphan, raised in the Royal Library
as a transcriptionist. She is ensnared by a book with a thorn alphabet and finds she cannot stop
reading/transcribing it. There is another timeline/story with a twist. I've read it more than once
and will likely read it again.If you like sweeping, lyrical fantasy with magic, then you will like this
book.”

Chapati, “Alphabet of Thorn. Nepenthe is an orphan in the kingdom of Raine. She was raised by
librarians to become a very skilled translator and spends her days decoding very old texts in
long-forgotten languages and translating them into her own language. One day, she meets
Bourne, a student at the Mage School, and he gives her a book written in an alphabet of thorns.
Nepenthe is immediately drawn to the ancient book and becomes obsessed with translating it,
learning all about the emperor Axis and his mysterious sorceress Kane. But the book doesn't
follow any of the rules - it refers to places and conquests and people that existed long after the
author and its main characters could possibly have lived. And there are problems in Raine, too-
the new, young queen Tessera is facing dissent from within her own kingdom, but a more
terrifying, completely unknown threat is coming, too. And the only warning is to "Beware the
thorns."I realize the book sounds really not that exciting in my poor attempt at a plot summary
above, but IGNORE the plot summary. Really, this book is all about the book within the book (I
love books about books!) and how that story and its characters impact everyone else and all the
action. Axis' and Kane's lives are revealed, little by little, throughout the story until readers begin
to understand just how intimately their lives influence those of Nepenthe, Tessera and all their
friends. In a way, it reminded me of The Blind Assassin, but that's really only because both
books have stories that not only are fascinating to read, but also reveal so much about the other
people that populate the narrative.Another aspect of this book that was the source of much of
my love was the faint hint of feminism. Not so much to blast you over the head with a "Girls rule!
Boys drool!" approach, but enough to make you take notice. For example, the great sorceress
Kane has gone down in 3,000 years of history as a man, not a woman, and it's only as Nepenthe
begins translating that she realizes that Kane is a very powerful sorceress, not a sorcerer. And
she's not the only historical figure that people assume is a man based on the accomplishments
that have trickled down through history; it is a theme that comes up multiple times. Similarly,
there is the idea of women having the right to choose their destiny- to face their fears and their
problems and decide the proper course of action. The women in this novel are not bystanders
or inactive participants; they move their lives along certain paths and deal with the
consequences of those decisions. I loved that.I also loved that McKillip makes the people in this
book a very diverse bunch. She doesn't make race an important distinction in her novel; rather,



people come in all different shapes and sizes and colors and with varying degrees of magical
ability, and no one seems to care much at all. It's quite liberating to see such a diverse and open-
minded world.But what kept me reading straight through for hours on end was the book. And the
book within the book. Can you even imagine an alphabet of thorns? Also mentioned are the
languages of fish and birds and the winds and so many more. I would love to see how these
languages come through onto paper. I had a lot of fun trying to visualize them, but they seem
completely foreign in construction to anything available to my mind. And the world that McKillip
creates- a huge castle on the edge of the world, so high up on a cliff that you can't even hear the
water crashing below, a magical wood that reveals different things to different people, a school
that can float in the air, and a rich diversity of characters with a long and storied history. It was
wonderful to soak all of that in, especially since the book is written in such lovely language. In
many ways, this novel reads like a fairy tale. It's so evocative of magic and romance and destiny,
all written in such a manner that you can feel the multiple layers of the world you're visiting, but
can't quite see them. It was just what I wanted, and I'm so thrilled to have discovered McKillip. I
can't wait to read more!”

R. M. Fisher, “"She Has No Idea What Brute Force and Subtleties Can Hold a Realm
Together...". Once again Patricia McKillip crafts a wonderful story, and although I must admit that
I haven't read all of her novels, I think it's safe to say that "Alphabet of Thorn" is one of her best
works. Out of her many books I *have* read, this one is definitely my favourite. Her beautiful
language, her startling imagery, her intricate plot, her mind-twisting ideas...all come together in
this stunning story.In a beautiful cliff-top palace by the sea (so high that one cannot hear the
ocean from the top) a coronation is taking place for the young and inexperienced Queen
Tessera. Delegates and dignitaries from the Twelve Crowns (the term given to the divided
countries that rule under the Queen's supervision) have come to bestow their blessing - and
their judgments - on the new Queen. Tessera is in a precarious situation, as any number of her
new subjects could take this opportunity to overthrow the monarchy and establish themselves as
high-ruler of Raine.But beneath all the pomp and colour, dug deep into the cliff, is the royal
library, where scholars and librarians go about their business out of sight of the bustle above.
Nepenthe is a young foundling, raised by the librarians and now working as a transcriptor in the
underground library when she travels to the nearby floating school of wizardry to fetch a book
that needs translating. But as soon as she has the mysterious book in her hands, one that is
written in a twisted language of thorns, she finds herself transfixed. Slowly she begins to
translate the strange text, uncovering the history of the Emperor Axis and his sorcereress/lover
Kane (I only wish McKillip had given them better names).Axis was obsessed with conquering,
and Kane was obsessed with him: together the two swept across their world, and in translating
the text, Nepenthe is swept up in their tale. She is hardly aware of the political machinations
going on above-ground, though she is slightly more attentive toward Bourne, the young wizard in
training (unfortunately part of a treasonous family) who delivers her the book. But what compels



Nepenthe to translate the book, how will it finish, and what does it have to do with the trouble
brewing in Raine?I'll say this as simply as possible: this is a terrific book, with an intricate plot
and a great twist mid-way through. Newcomers to McKillip's style can sometimes be a bit off-put
by the language, and when I first discovered McKillip it took me a while to get used to the fact
that the story was often hidden behind the dense use of language. But the more of McKillip you
read, the more you get used to it, and I found "Alphabet of Thorn" compulsive reading. Every
chapter I finished, I couldn't wait to get to the next one. There are a couple of unnecessary quirks
- I couldn't understand Bourne's presence at the wizard-school (simply because McKillip doesn't
explore the rules of magic-users in this world; leading me to wonder why every country didn't
send their kids into the school to learn how to use useful magic that can be used in their favour)
and the romance between Bourne and Nepenthe wasn't entirely convincing.But those are minor
quibbles, and do nothing to affect the flow of the story. There are so many good ideas packed
into this book that a less-gifted author would have probably split them up into several different
books. I loved the parallel between the darkness of the subterranean library and the bustle of the
palace, as well as the intricate political maneuvering that Tessera must negotiate (including the
prickly relationship between herself and her deceased father's old advisor Vevay, who doesn't
think Tessera has the mettle to rule). Then there's the way McKillip plays with the mutability of
history and legend, plus it never ceases to amaze me at how McKillip can take a simple image,
for example, a folded cloth - and form an entire theme around it. If you want to know how, you're
just going to have to read the book! If I say anymore, I'll just end up giving away the entire plot -
so get your hands on it.”

puppitypup, “High Fantasy - Don't give up on it!. This novel is the exact opposite of the one I read
just before it. Where as the last one started out with a bang then fell of the tracks, this one gets
better and better as it goes along.Other than the dual timelines, always a favorite of mine, this
book feels like typical high fantasy UNTIL the plot takes a twist that I would never have seen
coming.A highly imaginative, fascinating plot, with a building sense of impending doom that is
inescapable. Great job there.As usual for Patricia McKillip, the writing lends itself to a feel of
dreaming, with the characters not quite solid, but well suited to the tale.My only complaint is that
the ending seemed a little too abrupt, a bit of a let down after that incredible build up. And the
writing doesn't have the lush lyricism of The Bards of Bone Plain, my favorite from this
author.The book is clean in terms of language and intimacy, there are intimate scenes, but they
are behind closed doors.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “A meander of wonders. Alphabet of Thorn is a story which begins slowly
and meanders round its subject on a variety of different trails. Until Chapter 5, I had no idea
where the story was going and then - quite suddenly - it crystallised. There are 6 main
characters, 2 of whom have, apparently, absolutely nothing to do with the other 4 and so, appear
in different chapters.The main character is Nepenthe, a foundling raised by the Royal Library of



the kingdom of Raine, who has the odd talent of being able to work out lost languages from the
shape of their written letters, Bourne is a young student at the school of Magic, who has an
uncle who believes he could rule Raine far better than the current Queen. Tessera is a teenager,
whose father's sudden and untimely death has catapaulted her into becoming Queen, whilst
Laidley is another Library foundling, who would do anything he could for Nepenthe.Bourne
brings an old book to the Library, where it somehow captivates Nepenthe and she becomes
obsessed with translating it. It tells the story of Kane and Axis, a King and his Sorcerer, who
lived in the distant past, but who, it transpires, pose a very present threat to the kingdom of
Raine.The book has one of the most satisfactory endings that I have read in a very long time and
only gets its 4 stars because of what I found to be the distracting wanderings of the first couple
of chapters.  That said, you have to read them or you won't understand what happens later.”

Jess, “My favourite book...and with good reason. This book is my absolute favourite book and
with good reason. The story is beautifully written and the characters are so alive, so real, that
you are drawn into their lives easily. The storyline is original which seems difficult to do
nowadays: A book of thorns that only one girl can translate which tells the story of an ancient
emporer and his battle consort with a side order of politics in the present and two wars which
may intersect. Yes, with that kind of plot this has to be by Patricia A McKillip.Though maybe I love
this book so much because I want to be Nepenthe. I wish I lived in a library that's so big that
rooms get forgotten about for decades...”

S. Hardardottir, “wonderful experience. This is a wonderful Patricia McKillip tale. It has mystery
and surprises from start to finish. It is set in a land with a royal house, a school for wizards and a
huge labyrinthian library. In this labyrinth lives a foundling around whom the tale is spun. There
are interesting characters besides: A lovelorn companion, a curious young Mage, the Court
Wizard-ess! and a princess with hidden talents.I enjoyed this book thoroughly. I felt interested,
intrigued, delighted and after reading it: satisfied.”

Pointy Ears, “Five Stars. Absolutely beautiful.”

The book by Patricia A. McKillip has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 145 people have provided feedback.
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